
Submission to Law Amendments Committee

re Bill No. 133 - Motor Vehicle Act (amended)

Walk 'n Roll Hfx - December 02, 2015

Walk 'n Roll Halifax (www.walknrollhfx.net) isa community group advocating for the benefits of walking
as a key indicator of healthy, efficient, socially inclusive and sustainable communities and, the universal
rightsof people to be able to walk safelyand to enjoy high quality public spaces anywhere and at any
time.

We wish to provide our input to the level of fines includes in proposed Bill No. 133. These comments,
endorsed by the Association at our November 4, 2015 meeting, echo those of Norm Collins, a member
of our group.

Walk 'n Roll believes there are very positive aspects to the legislation, specifically:

• harmonizing fines for people driving failing to yield to people walking at a signalized intersection
(Section 93 of the Motor Vehicle Act (MVA)) with those at other locations (Section 125); and,

• harmonizing fines for people walking for both Section 93 and 125 infractions.

At the same time Walk 'n Roll agrees with the concern raised by Norm Collins that the first offence level
of $697.50 for many people walking infractions is too high.

At this level the fine is out of line with the first offence fines of a number of other infractions such as

speeding, cell phone or text messaging distractions while driving, and not stopping for a school bus.

Walk 'n Roll suggests that these infractions contribute at least equally, if not more to people walking -
vehicle collisions, and warrant greater not lower fines.

First offence
„ violation
fine amounts 1

$237.50
Speeding between 1-15 km/hr. over the limit

Using a cell phone or text messaging while driving

$295.00 Speeding between 16 - 30 km/hr. over the limit.

$410.00 Speeding > 30 km/hr. over the limit.

$410.00 Failing to stop for a stopped school bus exhibiting flashing red lights

$697.50

(proposed by Bill 133)
All people walking infractions relating to crosswalks and 'jaywalking'
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Walk 'n Roll believes $697.50 first offence fines are inconsistent with respect to the fines applicable to
other actions in violation of the MVA that lead to vehicle - person walking conflicts.

Walk 'n Roll recommends that first offence fines for infractions for people walking be set at $180.00.
This amount is comparable to the $237.50 fine determined appropriate less than a year ago for cell
phone or text messaging distracted driving.

Walk 'n Roll asks you to send the Bill back to the Department for further consideration.

Sincerely,

William Campbell, on behalf of Walk 'n Roll Hfx

P: 902-

W: walknrollhfx@gmail.com
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