
From: Kelly Arlene Grant

Sent Saturday, April U, 2015 11:49 AM

To: Office of the Legislative Counsel

Subject: Stop this foolishness!

Premier McNeil, esteemed Ministers, and Mayor Savage,

I am writing to you all today in hopes that something maybe done to reverse the mess you have just recently

plunged the province into. I have lived here in Nova Scotia my whole life. I obtained my degrees here at our

universities; I raised a family here and wanted to retire here. I have always belonged to the creative community

as I am an artist and historian. I also belong to the military community, first growing up in a military family,

and then marrying a Navy man. I understand what it takes to serve your community.

Unfortunately, with this last budget, Premier McNeil, you and Minister Whalen have forgotten what it is to

serve the community. Your community. One simple thing that could have grown the creative community in

this province, and brought in new money to the economy each year, you have decided to decimate. With this

decimation of the film industry, you have put at risk many jobs in the creative sector. Apart from the 2000+

people who work on the films themselves, you have taken the opportunities for costumers, actors, musicians,

animators to find steady work. The spin-offs from a film location will also be impacted. Hotels, restaurants,

pubs, even gardeners and landscapers will suffer. All of these creative professions make Nova Scotia a place

that people want to visit.. .but then you’ve also taken that opportunity away, with the dissolution of the

department of tourism. Who would actually want to visit here, and spend money here if all these service

industry people are gone? And if all those people are gone, who is going to pay taxes? Wbo is going to buy

homes? Who are going to raise families here? Who then, are going to attend schools?

Throughout this week’s Halifax magazine, our creative industries are promoted. Be BOLD Halifax is the main

message. This week’s Coast magazine speaks the same language. Why is it that you have just turned your

collective backs on the young, creative, highly educated workforce that could have brought Nova Scotia into the

2l Century and instead catered to one of the most cash guzzling, profitable banks in Canada to bring in low

income, low educated, short term call centre jobs? Are we to become the new Bangladesh? The new

India? That’s what it seems to me.

I am leaving Nova Scotia to work on my PhD, only because I could not find a creative graduate program here in

Nova Scotia that would allow my desired project. I had hoped to come back to Nova Scotia and either teach at

some of the best costuming and fashion programs in North America, or work in one of our many fabulous

museums. Short sightednesscs on the part of our governments over the past decade, yourselves included, have

made that ffiture tenuous at best. Instead, you push Universities to pump out teachers we no longer need (how

many BEd programs do we really need in this province?). You have threatened to shut down the creative think-

tank of our province because the promise of ftnding from Government didn’t materialize before the

construction of the Port Campus at NSCAD. It also seems that on a fairly regular basis, the governments of

Nova Scotia feel the need to reshuffle Tourism, Culture and Heritage into different departments, costing the

taxpayers dearly each time. How much does it cost in stationary alone? How much will this new department of

Business actually cost the taxpayers in Salaries, in Infrastructure?

Instead, what you could have done, all of you, was to look at each position in government to see where waste

occurs. You could have gotten rid of all the School Boards and followed the example of both Ontario and
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Quebec who each only have one board for their entire population. You could have done something about the
farce that is MLA pensions, coming more in line with how real, everyday people pay into and receive
pensions. Instead of shuffling departments around the province you could really look at how government is
needed in this province. You could actually listen to the people of the province and do the job WE elected you
to do.

On Thursday, you gave many people in this province their notice; safe in the understanding that your own jobs
are safe.. .for the time being. Maybe, instead of not seeing past the nose on your own faces, you could actually
work for us, and bring this province into the modern era, instead of keeping us in the l950s for generations to
come. Come to your senses people. Or you won’t have any taxpayers left; we’ll have all gone down the road,
leaving you with the elderly to look after.

Kelly Arlene Grant

Textile Artist and Fashion Historian
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