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Fro™: Susan Hall <susanbethhall@hotmail.com>
Sent: April-01-14 3:33 PM
To: Office

Subject: RE: letter to my MLA Diana Whalen

This is in response to Bill 37. Intended for the Law Amendments on April 1st. This was a letter Iwrote to my
MLA Diana Whalen in which Ireceived no response. As a side note I'd like to express my disgust for the Liberal
Government and the lies it has been telling the public since September of 2013 regarding it's support, or lack
of, for the collective bargaining process and front line nurses.

Dear Ms. Whalen,

My name is Susan Hall and Iam an active member ofyour community here in Clayton Park West. Back during
election time you actually showed up to my door here, asking if Ihad any concerns or questions regarding the
upcoming election or any issues to discuss. Iwas pleasantly surprised to meet you for the first time and I've
always been a Liberal Party supporterso was happy for this encounter despite the fact that at that time Idid
not have anything I needed to discuss.

This has changed and unfortunately for the worse.

As well as being a working Nova Scotian and active member ofthe community, Iam also a Registered Nurse
and part of the NEGEU Local 97. Yes Isaid it. Those two dreaded words....Registered Nurse. What used to be
known and loved by the public and politicians is now the title ofa person being silenced and ignored.

As you probably know our Local is currently in negotiations with CDHA regarding our pending contract. In your
recent news letteryou say "I continue to work hard ON BEHALF of our community here in Clayton Park West."
You also go on to describe your new role and how you go about "serving the interests ofour community." I
am now calling on YOU to support those who are and have, supported you in the past.

Ican honestly say Ihave never been more ashamed to have voted for the Liberal Party and will not be voting
this way in the future. This is because ofthe pending legislation to mandate us Registered Nurses back to
work in the event ofa strike over our unsuccessful efforts to negotiate a contract with our employer. CDHA
has REFUSED to sitdown with us to discuss our issues. They are telling the public we are asking for 800 new
nurses costing the province 69 million dollars. Iam afraid this is blatant false information. We are asking for
125 more nurses tops. As well as asking that our sick calls be replaced as this is not a practice that is
happening at this time.

Ican only assume that your party simply does not understand or have any idea what we are fighting for
exactly. Because ifyou did, Iwould also assume you would not rob us Nova Scotians of our Right to Strike and
Right to participate in the collective bargaining process. Passing this legislation will rob us of this is and as a
voting Nova Scotian Iwill never support that. The media has portrayedthis in many different ways but let me
explain to you what exactly you are over ruling here.

As nurses we deal with whatever is thrown our way. We have kept quiet and as the workload has become
larger and larger, and as Nova Scotians are becoming overwhelming sicker as a population, we have not said a
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word ...until now. Us nurses are scared for you. For your family member who lies in a bed for 45 mins after
ringing his/her call bell to wait for a nurse who is run so ragged she just can't get there before then because
her workload consists of 8 or 9 other sick patients who she has to care for as well.

Someone may be crying in pain, and do you know what it feels like to say to that person "I'm sorry I couldn't
get here sooner, I have 8 other patients." ? It's just not fair. It's not fair to the patient. It's not fair to Nova
Scotians. This is what we are fighting for. Mandated Nurse:Patient Ratios would force the hospital to replace
sick calls (which they are not doing now) and properly staff a nursing unit to a safe level of care. It's not even

about a safe workload for a nurse. It's about the safety of YOU and YOUR family and YOUR community. I am a
front line nurse and I am scared for you. That is not a good sign and it should be you and your party's first red
flag...something here is not right.

Your Liberal leader Stephen MacNeil has made comments in the media about the ratio of nurses to Nova

Scotians being extremely high compared to the rest of this country. After hearing his comment "What more

do nurses want?" on the news I am disgusted and appalled at his lack of respect for my profession. What
Mr.MacNeil appears to be misinformed about is that CDHA and the QEII Halifax Infirmary is the largest tertiary
healthcare centre east of Montreal. A number of our union members scanned our hospital and the VG site
recently and found 170 patients were from out of province. We care for people from NS,PEI, NB, and NFLD
inclusively.

As MY MLA, I eagerly await your response. My question to you is will you support those in your community
who have supported you for so long? Will you take a stand for me? This is your time to advocate for us in the
same way I am attempting to advocate for my patients. My Code of Ethics as a nurse states it is my duty to
advocate for my patients. Do not take that away from me. If this issue was not dear to my heart as it should
be to yours, us nurses would not be saying a word in the first place.

As a side note, much of the response from the Liberal party has been that it is "protecting" Nova Scotians
from the threat of a strike by implementing this Essential Service Legislation. What you also may not be aware
of us there is a policy and procedure in place in case of a strike where certain critical care areas (ICU, IMCU,
ER, organ transplant, dialysis unit, cancer centre etc) would be fully staffed during a strike. Other areas would
go down to skeleton staffing but in NOWAY would the safety of Nova Scotians be put at risk. That just
wouldn't make any sense seeing as that is what we are fighting for in the first place.

So I beg of you to let this democratic process work the way it is intended to and let us continue to fight for
YOUR safety. Politicians and Nurses too are not exempt from using the healthcare system. We are all in this
together and we will all suffer ifyou don't allow us nurses (who know what we are talking about) to stand up
for Nova Scotia.

Sincerely,

Susan Hall


