COMMONS
Mr. BOYCE: I do not want to be called
to order, because I have not spoken very
oft.en.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order. The hon. member
will have various opportunities, on going
into Supply, or in Supply, to go into the
matter at length. He is not in order in proceeding as he is doing now.
Mr. BOYCE: I shall just make one reply.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order.
FARMERS' DELEGATION.
On the Orders of the Day:
Mr. THOMAS VIEN (Lotbinièie): Has
the Prime :Minister been handed a certain
communication which was addressed to His
Excellency the Governor General regarding
the last convention of farmers held at Ottawa?
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: I understood iA
was to be referred to me, but it has not yet
arrived so far as I am aware.
Mr. VIEN: Will the Prime Minister lay
it on the Table when lie receives it?
Sir ROB'ERT BORDEN: I will make any
necessary announcement in that regard at
a later date.
HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION.
On the motion of Sir Robert Borden
(Prime Minister), Bill No. 97, respecting the
Halifax Relief Commission, was read the
second time and the House went into committee thereon, Mr. Boivin in the Chair.
On section 1-Act of Nova Scotia ratified:
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: The purpose of
this Bill is merely to confirm an Act of the
legislature of the province of Nova Seotia
conferring certain powers on the Halifax
Relief Commission, and also to provide that
the accounts of the commission shall be
audited by such persons as the Governor
in Council may appoint on the recommendation of the Auditor General óf Canada. The
provincial A-et conferred upon the Halifax
Relief Commission power to make certain
alterations in the streets of the city. My
right hon. friend, who knows the city fairly
well, will recollect that in the north end
the streets run directly up a very steep hill
from the water. I. is proposed that as
that district has been completely devastated, the commission shall have power to
run certain of the main arteries of the city
diagonally along the hill so as to secure a
much better grade, and that for that pur[Ar. Speaker.]

pose they shall have power to acquire or
expropriate the land that is necessary for
making these alterations. Those are the
principal features of the Bill. The provincial Act confers upon the 'Halifax Relief
Commission certain powers which could not
properly, in the first instance at least, be
conferred by this- Parliament.
Sir WILFRID LAURIER: As I understand the explanation of the Prime Minister, this Bill is simply to confirm, so far as
our confirmation may <be necessary, an Act
passed 'by the legislature of Nova Scotia.
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: And to provide
that the accounts of the commission sihaU
be audited.
,Mr. LEMIEUX: When a decision· has
been reached by the Commission, which I
do not at all criticise, will it be submitted
to the Council?
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: Oh, yes.
Mr. LEMIEUX: I see by the newspapers
that the Commission intend to do some
modern town planning in Halifax, something which very generally occurs after a
big fire in a large city. For instance, some
years ago a fire destroyed the city of Trois
Rivières, which is possibly one of the oldest cities in Canada. After the fire the city
authorities decided to remodel the town
plan and to have modern improvements,
which have been of great benefit to the
city itself. I suppose the Halifax Relief
Commission will do something of the same
kind. 'If so, a large expenditure will be
involved, and I should like to know
whether the Commission, which we can
trust to act honestly and intelligently, will
submit the proposed expenditure to the
Governor in Council.
Will Council have
the final say before the expenditure is
made?
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: The Commission
have always reported to the Governor in
Council before taking any step that involves a considerable expenditure. One of
their reports, which hias been, conflrmed
by Order in Couneil, was laid on the table
of the Horse early in the seission. Before
proceeding further along the line which
I have juet indiicated, the Chairman of
the Commission came to Ottawa and made
an oral statement to Council, in, which he
ou'tlined certain proposals, and, this will be
followed later by a written report. As to
expropriating the l'and, the opinion of the
Commission is that very little expenditure
will be occasioned; that is to say, the land
acquired will pretty nearly, if not alto-
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-gether, compensate for the, land 'that requires to be expropriated. As f ar as town
planning is concerned, if it i.s carried out
under the diniection of the CGommission so
that buildings (and the material and labour
for buildings can be 'contracted for on a
large scale, it is believed the work can be
done with much less expenditure than if
it were undiertakeni by individuals. Furthermoire, the improvement in the appearance of the town and the comfort of the
people will be very decidedly enhanoed.
Mr. LEMIEUX: If I might touch on a
sulbject which is, germane to the matter
under discussion, I would, ask my hon.
friend the Minister of Marine and Fisheries if bis department, after the revelations that were made at the investigation
into the Halifax disiaster, bas taken drastic
measures to prevent similar accidents, in
the future. I amn. told that the Halifax Pilotage Commission managed its business very
badly, and that the minister bas received
reports tending to show that only by a
miracle have similar accidents been averted
before. As we are going to spend a very
large sum of money to repair the damage
.that waa. doue, and Canada will willingly
bear ýhis expenditure, yet, may we expect
that the Departmnent of Marine and Fisheries will exercise proper supervision over
the pilotage sýystem in he barbour of Hallfax?
Hon. C. C. BALLANTYNE (Minister of
Marine and Naval Service): I amn very
gladi to give that information. The commission appointed some months ago made
a very thorougb investigation into the pilotage system at the port of Halif ax, and I
thought hon. members were ail aware that
after the report of th-t commission which
I promptly laid on the table of the House,
the pilotage system of Halifax was taken
directly under the control of my department, bringing Halifax into exactly the
saine position in that respect, as the ports
of Montreal and Quebec. I have appointed
a very capable man as superintendent of
the Halifax pilotage system in the p>erson
of Captain Lindsay, who bas had very many
years cf seafaring experience and holds a
master mariner's certificate. For a great
number of years he had charge of some of
the largest ocean-going steamers of the
White Star line, and is most competent ln
every way. He has direct charge of the
pilots of the port of Halifax, and hie reports
to the Department of Marine and Fisheries.
The commission -which is investigating the
pilotage systeme iu tbis, country is now on
its way to the Pacific coast, where it will
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thoroughly investigate the system in vogue
at Vancouver, Victoria and Nanaimo har'bours, and if the commission reports in
favour of placing the pilotage systeme at
these ports under a superintendent of pilots,
as is now the case in Montreal, Quebec
and Halifax, I canl assure my hon. friend
I shall see that that la done.
In regard to the haudling of higbh explosives in the port of Montreal, I informed
the hion.. member soine months ago that I
had taken immediate steps to ýsee that all
high explosives were loaded many miles
east of Montrea.l. Special shed s have aiready been constructed at that, point and
high explosives will be saieguarded in
every possible way so as to avoid the recurrence -of sucli a terrible catastrophe as
occurred in Halifax. I have had drawn up
stringent regulations, governing not only
the haudling of these high explosives at
Pointe aux Trembles east of Montreal,
but -al-so the movement of muxnitions ships
-coming in and going out of the port of
Montreal and while in the channel betweeu Montreal to Quebec. These regulations are now in force',and I can assure
the hion. *me.mber that every precaution is
being taken.
Mr. LE-MIEUX: I am very well satisfied
with the explanation given by my hon.
friend with the rider that hie has ingeniously shifted the explosives from Montreal,
where he resides and which hie represents,
partly tb my own bonstituency of Maisonneuve. I do not know why these explosives should be shifted to Maisonneuve.
At all events, I have full confidence in
my hon. friend'a regulations and I hope
that extra preeautions will be ta.keu to
safeguard the Pointe aux Trembles and
Longue Pointe -people against -any possible
accident. Since the castastrophe at Hallf ax 'I have heard any number of people
ln Montreal expressing their fear that a
.similar -accident rnight happen on the
island of Montreal, but I am êatisfied that
the regulations enacted by my hon. friend
will prevent that.
,Mr. 'BAi]LAINTYNE: My hion. fri-end
knows the location of the port of Montreal
very well. I ,wouldnot want hlm or any
citizen of Maisonneuve te think that any
high 'explosives -are going to be loaded, there.
They are going to be loaded four or five
miles below.
Bill reported.
On the motion for the third reading.
Mr. LE MIEUX: I forgot to ask my rîght
hion. friend the Prime Mini4ster if any limit
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was put on the amount to be expended
at Halifax.
Sir 'ROBERT BORDEN: Yes. So far as
this Government is concerned, there is a
limit fixed ýby Order in Council. The sum
amounts altogether to $12,000,000.
Mr. LEMIEUX: What was received from
the various provinces and states? T understand tihere were large subscriptions made.
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: Speaking from
recollection-I will not be sure of this-the
total amount is in the neighbourhood of
$20,000,000.

Mr. LEMIEUX: And these moneys are
administered by this commission?
Sir ROBERT BORDEN: By this commission.
Motion agreed to and Bill read the third
time.
INSPECTION AND
AMENDMENTS

MADE

SALE ACT.
THE SENATE.

BY

On the motion of Sir George Foster
(Minister of Trade and Commerce) that
the amendments imade by the Senate to Bill
No. 20, to amend the Inspection and Sale
Act (Hay and Straw Inspection), be coneurred in:
Sir WILFRID LAURIER: What are the
amendments, please?
Sir GEORGE FOSTER: The first amendment made was in section 340, adding two
standards for dyke hay. That was particularly for the Maritime Provinces. There
vas no such standard provided for in the
Bill as it passed this House. On representations which were made from the growrs of
dyke and marsh hay in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, two standards for dyke hay
were established, as follows:
(h) No. 1 Dyke shall be timothy and couch

with not more than one-eighth of clover or other
tame grasses mixed;
(i) No. 2 Dyke shall be timothy and couch
with not more than one-third of clover or
other tame grasses mixed, of fair colour, sound
and well cured.
In the sa.me section, in paragraph (i)' the
word "or" bas been placed between the
words " grassy " and " stained," so as to
make it read " grassy or stained." In consequence of the addition of (h) and (i) in
reference to rdyke hay, there is a change in
the lettering of the different subsections.
After section 340E there bas been added
section 340F, which provides that:
"34,0F. Every seller of baled hay or straw in
Canada shall affix to every bale of hay or straw
[Mr. Lemieux.]

sold or offered for sale, a tag having thereon
plainly written and ligible, bis name and business address, and the weight of the bale. Such
tag shall be securely fastened to the bale and
shall be of not less than one and one-half
inches in width and three inches in length.
A penalty of $5 for each violation of this
provision is attached.
Amendments concurred in.
SUPREME

COURT

ACT

AMENDMENT.

On the motion, of the Hon. C. J. Doherty,
(Minister of Justice), Bill No. 99, to amend
the Act of the present session intituled: an
Act to amend tlhe Supreme Court Act, was
read a second time and the House went
into committee thereon, Mr. Boivin in the
chair.
Mr. LEMIEUX: Will the minister explain the purpose of this Bill?
Hon. C. J. DOHERTY (Minister of
Justice): The Committee will recollect that
during the presont session we passed an
Act to amend the Supreme Court Act, and
one of the provisions of that Act made applicable to the other provinces the restrictions upon the right of appeal contained
in the Supreme Court Act with regard to
the province of Ontario. After the Act had
been pasised, the suggestion came from some
of the judiciary in the province of Nova
Scotia, that it would deprive the parties in
certain pending cases of the right of appeal;
and the purpose of the present Bill is to
add to the Act which recently passed, a provision that the particular section in question shall not apply to pending cases. I
rather think that the weight of authority
in jurisprudence leads to the belief that
this provision is not necessary, and that
the Act would not apply to pending cases
in any event, but there can be no harm
done in making quite clear that such s
the intention cf Parliament.
I think it
would be obviously unfair to deprive the
man, whose action has already been instituted under a particular condition of the
law, of a recourse to which he was entitled
before he instituted his suit.
Mr. LEMIEUX: Since the appointment of
ad hoc judges has been authorized by recent legislation, have any such judges sat
in the Supreme Court?
Hon. C. J. DOHERTY: I must admit
that I have not followed the sittings of the
court, and I am not in a position to answer
the question at present, but I will make
inquiry and acquaint the hon. gentleman
with the result.
Bill reported and read the third time.
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CANADIAN PATRIOTIC FUND ACT
AMENDMENT.
On the motion of Hbn. Mr. Doherty, Bill
No. 98 (Letter V of the Senate) to amend
the Canadian Patriotic Fund Act, 1914, was
read the second time, and the House went
into Committee thereon.
On section 1-Objects of the corporation:
Mr. LEMIEUX: Will the Minister of
Justice explain the change made by this
provision.
Hon. Mr. DOHERTY: The change consists siraply in making it clear that the
" residence " required, is residence on the
part of the beneficiaries. Personally I have
no doubt that the section as it stood meant
residence on the part of beneficiaries, but
from the way in which the phrase was constructed it was possible to suggest that the
relatives residing anywhere, of a man who
happened to be resident in Canada when
he joined the forces, were entitled to the
benefit.of this fund. That is not what was
intended, and that is not what was carried
oùt, but as recently there bas been a suggestion that that was what ought to have
been done, it bas been deemed desirable
to make it perfectly clear that the fund is
to be for the benefit of relatives of soldiers
-wives, children, and so forth-resident in
Canada.
Mr. LEMIEUX: . I do not see the Acting
Minister of Finance in his seat or my
friend from St. Antoine (Sir Herbert
Ames) who is the chairman of the Patriotic
Fund. I may say that the Canadian Patriotic Fund bas accomplished wonders since
the beginning of the war. To my own personal knowledge, the fund has extended
its bounty, not only to the families in
Canada, of our own soldiers, but also to the
familie' of Belgian and French reservists.
With these latter I am more especially concerned, because in Montreal I have had
several interviews with members of such
families, and the Patriotic Fund bas always
responded generously to the request for assistance made by them. The other day a
question was mooted during the Budget
debate by the hon. mem'ber for St. Antoine,
and since then I have received a letter
asking for my views as one of the incorporators of the Patriotic Fund-which
possibly was sent all the other incorporators in Canada-regarding the future policy
as to the Patriotie Fund. In other words,
should the Patriotic Fund moneys be collected in future from the public, or should
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the Government inaugurate the imposition
of a special tax upon the whole of the
people of the Dominion for the purpose of
maintaining this fund. I have answered
unhesitatingly that after four years' experience
of
individual
subscriptions,
gathered from all parts of Canada, though
it might be an excellent incentive to future
generosity to depend upon the public, the
Canadian Patriotic Fund was -an organization which, in my opinion, should be supported by a special tax levied by the Canadian Government. It seems to me that
it is only f air that the responsibility
of caring
for the
families
of our soldiers should be borne by tihe state.
It is not fair that a few individuals be
specially singled out to subscribe and others
ignored. Summing up my argument, I
think that the levy of a special tax of one
mill on the dollar for instance would be
received with pleasure by the whole people.
of Canada. I know that many people in
very ordinary circumstances have hesitated
to subscribe because they thought their
subscription was too modest, whilst the
names of large subscribers were being
paraded before the public. Every year a
whirlwind campaign is organized in our
large cities, and, the names of the same
large subscribers, with the amount of their
contributions, are published. I do not say
that our well-to-do people subscribe for the
pleasure of parading their names before the
public. Far be it frorn my mind to suggest such a thing. My contention is that
it is not fair that only one class of the
public should be publicly assessed for the
maintenance of the Canadian Patriotie
Fund. I hope the 'Government next session
will accept as its policy the recommendation
made this year by our colleague from St.
Antoine (Sir Herbert Ames), the able
chairman of the Canadian Patriotic Fund,
and impose a special tax, small thdugh it
may be, to enable the whole of our people
to share in the benevolent work accomplished by that fund. I do not make a
specia- plea for the well-to-do classes or for
the middle classes. But I cannot help stating that the people who are specially
reached by the income tax and the business tax, and the various municipal and
provincial taxes, are the same people who
generally speaking, are providing funds for
the Canadian Patriotic Fund. I must say
too that the poorer classes have been very
generous. They have subscribed anonymously and, after aH, the anonymous subscription is perhaps the -most worthy. I
believe the country would be pleased to

